Course ‘Movement of Transhumanism in Western Cultures Since Enlightenment’ by Christopher Coenen
Description of the Course: Transhumanism is an international cultural movement that asserts that it is possible and desirable to apply technology to fundamentally improve the human condition. Transhumanist thinkers study the possibilities and consequences of developing and using human enhancement technologies and other emerging technologies for this purpose. Transhumanism has a long history and has grown within the Western cultural tradition.
The course discusses various Western philosophical conceptions of the relations between the human body and technology, intelligence and technology, and society and technology, beginning with the Enlightenment. The focus is on British, French, German and US-American thinkers, but Russian / Soviet and other thinkers are also covered. Special attention is paid to the (pre)history of ideas about artificial intelligence, human enhancement as well as the role of religious or quasi-religious traditions, concepts and images in Western discourse on the relationships between the human body, intelligence, technology and society.
The course includes six lectures from 19th November to 9th December.
Lecturer: Dr. Christopher Coenen
Christopher Coenen is researcher of Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis (ITAS), Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), Karlsruhe, Germany. He has been the editor-in-chief of “NanoEthics: Studies of New and Emerging Technologies” since 2013. Dr. Coenen as the head, and his group have completed about 20 projects of ‘Big sciences’. Now he is the head of the KIT-ITAS Research Group “Life, Innovation, Health, and Technology”. 
E-mail: christopher.coenen@kit.edu

